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President’s Piece 
 
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 4 March 2013. As Committee we wish to 
thank you for your confidence in re-electing us en-bloc. As we have mentioned in the 
past, the Committee is not the Pretoria PS, but you as members are. We need your 
involvement and support. No volunteers came forward to join the committee, 
particularly as Secretary, and the invitation remains. Reports presented at the AGM 
are included in this Newsletter. The letter of the month was “A”. 
 
Our next meeting is on Monday, 8 April 2013, which is the second Monday of the 
month, as the first Monday is in the Easter long-weekend. We have invited Gerhard 
Kamffer to present his spectacular award-winning open-class collection on “The road 
to democracy”. This is an event not to be missed. The letter of the month will be Q. 
 
Our next meeting on 6 May 2013 (note we are back on the first Monday of the month) 
will deal with postcards and maxicards. What would you like to share with us? 
 
See you on the 8 April 2013, the second Monday of the month. And bring a friend! 
 
Alex Visser 
 
Meeting 4 March 2013 
 
The Vice-President, Steve Marsh, welcomed the members and visitors attending the 
meeting. 
 
The President, Alex Visser, sent his apologies; he was unable to attend the meeting as 
he was travelling to Tonga and other Pacific Islands as part of a World Bank mission. 
 
The meeting was saddened to hear of the death of Les Coburn, who had been a 
home-society member since July 1976 and had only this year changed his 
membership to non-home society. 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held and the minutes are included in this newsletter. 
After the AGM a normal meeting was held. 
 
Items of Interest 
 
Cedric Roché showed a chart of the PPS office bearers from 1898-1998, made by 
Alewyn Burger for the 100th anniversary of the PPS; two of the scarcest Union revenue 
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 30 March: Boksburg Stamp Fair and Auction at Impala Park Community Centre, 
Elizabeth Road (off Atlas Road), Impala Park, Boksburg. Fair starts at 09:00, 
auction at 11:00. 

 6 April: Pretoria Stamp Fair and Auction at Denis Adami Hall, Queenswood 
09:00 - 14:00, auction 11:00 - 12:30. 

o 09:15 TBVC Study Group Meeting on the Stoep 
o 10:15 Thematics SA Meeting on the Stoep 
o 11:00 Auction in the Hall 
o Thematics SA exhibition: Easter 

 8 April: Pretoria Philatelic Society Meeting at Statech Centre, St Alban’s School, 
Clearwater Road, Lynnwood Glen at 19:30. Theme: Gerhard Kamffer’s award-
winning open-class exhibit on “The road to democracy”. Letter for the month: Q. 
NOTE: 2nd Monday in April, as the 1st Monday falls in the Easter weekend. 

 13 April: Sandton Stamp Fair and Auction at Kyalami Golf Course, Kyalami 
Country Club, Maple Road, Kyalami, 09:00 - 14:00. Fair starts at 09:00, live 
auction at 11.00. NOTE the new venue from this month onwards. 

 20 April: QSA Auction at Ernest Ullman Recreation Centre, Morningside 11:00, 
viewing from 09:00. 

 24 April: AFP Society Meeting at NG Church Hall Rietfontein-Suid, Pretoria 
19:00 - 21:00. 

 27 April: Boksburg Stamp Fair and Auction at Impala Park Community Centre, 
Elizabeth Road (off Atlas Road), Impala Park, Boksburg. Fair starts at 09:00, 
auction at 11:00. 

 4 May: Pretoria Stamp Fair and Auction at Denis Adami Hall, Queenswood 09:00 
- 14:00, auction 11:00 - 12:30. 

o 09:15 TBVC Study Group Meeting on the Stoep 
o 10:15 Thematics SA Meeting on the Stoep 
o 11:00 Auction in the Hall 
o AFP/Thematics SA exhibition: Thematics Galore (Themapex, Themashow 

and Thematickle) 
 6 May: Pretoria Philatelic Society Meeting at Statech Centre, St Alban’s School, 

Clearwater Road, Lynnwood Glen at 19:30. Theme: Postcards and Maxicards. 
(NOTE: Back to the 1st Monday of the month.) 

 
 NOTE: Glen Carpendale has moved his shop from his house to Shop 2, Kilner 

Park Galleries, 6 Wilkinson Street, Kilner Park. His shop hours are Mondays to 
Saturdays from 08:00 to 13:00, tel: 012-333-9385. Glen will not be holding any 
more stamp days. 

 
President: Alex Visser 012 803 1881 (alex.visser@up.ac.za) 
Treasurer: John du Plooy   Secretary: Position Vacant 
Vice President: Steve Marsh, 012 660 2824 PO BOX 36473, Menlo Park 0102 
Newsletter: Terry Lynne Harris (harristl@iafrica.com) 
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 Combined Income over Expenditure for the Society and Exchange Section is 
R14 545, which is lower than last year’s R19 401. This was mainly due to the 
Society’s subsidizing a larger percentage of the annual subscription fees payable 
to Federation. Congress fees were also higher due to the Society’s covering 
accommodation costs for the representative delegate sent. All other expense 
items were in line. 

 Net income attributable to the Society was R7 177 (2011: R11 956) and the 
Exchange Section R7 367 (2011: R7 445).  

 Your Society has received an unqualified review report from the auditors. 
 The magnitude by which Income exceeded Expenditure would not have been 

possible without the generous donations received from members and the 
contributions of your committee.   

 
In closing I wish to propose two motions: 
Firstly: A vote of thanks to Nico Dekker and Associates for auditing the Society’s 

accounts, with special mention of Maryna Aucamp. 
Secondly:  I wish to propose that the Financial Statements for 2012 be accepted by 

the meeting. 
 
John du Plooy 
Honorary Treasurer 
 

HONORARY LIBRARIAN’S REPORT FOR 2012 
  
Steady but continuous use was made of the library during the year under review. As 
has been the trend for the past few years, the main demand was for catalogues. In 
keeping with this trend, only one new book – OFS Philately Volume 3, by Hisey & 
Bartsche – was added to stock. A second-hand copy of the 2011 SG Commonwealth 
Catalogue was also purchased. 
 
Our subscription to Gibbons Stamp Monthly continued to prove very popular and my 
thanks go to James Trew for handling the circulation of the magazine. If you wish to be 
placed on the circulation list, please speak to James. Reminder: members on the 
circulation list each contribute R5 per issue to partially defray costs. At current 
exchange rates this is very good value for a world-class magazine. After circulation the 
magazines are placed in the library where they may be borrowed by members. 
 
Thanks to Alex Visser the library has continued to receive all copies of Topical Times 
issued during the year. However, our subscription to Them News will be cancelled as it 
appears that all interested members are already subscribers to the magazine. 
 
I trust that this report is acceptable to the meeting and propose its adoption. 
 
Cedric Roché  RDPSA 
Honorary Librarian, 4 March 2013 
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stamps (less than 10 copies recorded, to the best of his knowledge); and a 
commercially used 5c French booklet pane. 
 
Marge Viljoen showed an envelope with the window and flap on the same side, as well 
as an item done by Franco Frescura for a SAPDA show. 
 
Danie van Zyl showed People’s Republic of Korea specimens and Cedric Roché 
confirmed that they were press specimens of actual stamps. 
 
Clive King showed 2 books on aerogrammes and airgraphs, one by J. Stephen 
(±1942) and the other by N.C. Baldwin (1956). 
 
Matters of Interest 
 
Mike Dove and Marge Viljoen contributed information about the current wildcat strike at 
the Tshwane Mail and Witspos mail hubs. 
 
Library 
 
Cedric Roché reported on the latest addition to the library: a book entitled Swaziland 
Philately to 1968, edited by Peter van der Molen. The book contains a chapter on 
postmarks, by Alex Visser. 
 
The Letter A 
 
Cedric Roché displayed stamps of Albania, Allenstein and Alsace & Lorraine. 
 
Danie van Zyl displayed “The registered letter labels for town and cities beginning with 
the letter A” (South Africa). 
 
Helmine van Zyl displayed “Abdicating queens of the Netherlands”. 
 
Mike Dove displayed “Airmails: the early years” (South Africa). 
 
Marge Viljoen displayed 7 pages of various “A” items. 
 
Thanks 
 
Steve Marsh thanked all those who had exhibited material. He also thanked Everine 
Dove for providing the refreshments. 
 
Next meeting 
 
The date of next month’s meeting is 8 April 2013. Gerhard Kamffer will present his 
award-winning open-class exhibit, “The road to democracy”. The letter for the evening 
will be Q.  
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MINUTES OF THE 112th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PRETORIA 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY HELD AT STATECH CENTRE, ST. ALBAN’S COLLEGE, 
CLEARWATER STREET, LYNNWOOD GLEN ON MONDAY, 4 MARCH 2013 at 
19:30 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
The Vice President, Steve Marsh read the notice and declared the meeting properly 
constituted. 
 
Apologies were received from Alex Visser (President), Jos Viljoen, Mike Kelly, Jan 
Corstanje, Emil Iglauer and André Nel. 
 
2. Minutes of the 111th Annual General Meeting 
The minutes were taken as read and accepted unanimously by the meeting.  
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
None not covered elsewhere. 
 
4. Report of the Executive Committee 
The Vice-President, Steve Marsh, read the President’s report on the activities and 
support for the Society and the achievements of its members. Proposed by Mike Dove 
and seconded by Clive King. 
 
5. Consideration of reports 
5.1 The Exchange Superintendent’s Report. The report was read by John Barry and 
was accepted. Proposed by Mike Dove and seconded Mrs Marge Viljoen. 
5.2 The Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer’s report was read by John du Plooy and the 
Financial Statements were made available and were accepted. Proposed by Cedric 
Roché and seconded by Marge Viljoen. 
5.3 The Librarian’s Report. The Librarian’s Report was read by Cedric Roche and was 
accepted. Proposed by Mike Dove and seconded by James Trew. 
 
6. Honorary Life Membership 
The Committee’s motion to award honorary life membership to Paul van Zeyl was put 
forward by Cedric Roché, who also read out the motivation. The motion was carried 
unanimously by the meeting. Steve Marsh, in the absence of Alex Visser (away on 
business overseas) will write to Paul van Zeyl to inform him of the decision. 
 
7. Presentation of Awards 
Danie van Zyl received the Reisener Cup for his exhibit on “RSA Aerogrammes”. 
 
8. Honoraria 
The Committee members present withdrew for the discussion, with the exception of 
John du Plooy, who had waived his honorarium. After discussion, chaired by Marge 
Viljoen, the meeting voted to increase the honoraria from R190 to R200 per point. 
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REPORT OF THE HONORARY EXCHANGE SUPERINTENDENT FOR 2012 
 
First and foremost: Thanks to all the circuit managers for their selfless and sterling 
work – Jan Corstanje, Dave Beyers, Mike Kelly, Lesley Talbot, James Trew, Fritz 
Blum, Maureen Cole, Piet Louw and Seppo Kannisto. A special word of thanks to 
Steve Marsh, who acted as an unofficial Assistant Exchange Superintendent: running 
the contributors’ computer program and sending back booklets - all while at the same 
time handling a route. These activities of Steve’s helped to lighten my load immensely. 
Also to Seppo who not only handles the largest route of all, but also handles the new 
booklets received. Without all these people who have formed a stable team for many 
years, the Exchange Section would simply not have functioned. 
 
During 2012 a decision was made to discontinue the X-route. This was originally 
introduced when booklets would only be circuited to half the members before being 
withdrawn. Latterly there has been very little interest in this and now we endeavour to 
circulate all the booklets to all the members. 
 
Statistics for the year: 

 Current year 
(2012) 

2011 2010 2009 

New Books 
received 

618 635 360 584 

Packets 
circulated 

499 444 390 437 

Sales 75 418 77 182 80 135 87 722 
 
During 2012 377 booklets were returned to their owners, representing sales of over R 
60 000. We currently have 9 circuits in Pretoria with 4 “country” circuits centred at 
Cape Town, Howick, Johannesburg and Polokwane. 
 
As always we are constantly in need of new contributors and new booklets. Why not 
try it out? We are eager to help anybody who would like to contribute booklets to the 
Society. 
 
Thank you, 
John Barry 
Honorary Exchange Superintendent: 2012 
 

HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2012 
 
It gives me pleasure to present your Society’s Financial Statements for 2012 and to 
record that your Society has maintained its strong financial position. 
 
I wish to report as follows: 

 On the Balance Sheet Current Assets of R355 397 exceed Current Liabilities of 
R142 959 by R212 438 (2011: R199 579). Accumulated funds stood at R239 193 
as at 31 December 2012 (2011: R224 649). 
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We had very active monthly meetings, enjoyed by everyone, with a variety of material 
being exhibited, much discussion and information sharing. We managed to attract, on 
average, about 20 to 25 members and friends. This year we continued with a letter of 
the alphabet, which remained very popular. The meetings included competitions, 
exhibits by members and social evenings (who will forget the year-end party in 
December?). In April there were postcards, in May “Member’s choice”, in June Paul 
van Zeyl showed his award winning “The ZAR/Transvaal’s History to 1896”, in July it 
was our competition evening and we had as exhibiting visitors Federation Honarary 
Life President Harry Birkhead (Boer War) and Peter van der Molen (Modern 
Swaziland), August was “Member’s choice”, in September our friends from the 
Afrikaans Society made the annual pilgrimage, in October we had a workshop on 
philatelic topics such as mounting, preserving, water marks etc, in November we were 
treated to an excellent audio-visual show on “KGV Union stamps”, in January 2013 we 
had a well-supported members’ pages evening, and in February members again 
brought whatever caught their fancy. 
 
A single competition evening was held in July 2012, for which one entry was received, 
namely by Danie van Zyl: “South African Aerogrammes”, which was awarded a 
Vermeil. 
 
At the Congress and National exhibition held in Port Elizabeth in October 2012 the 
following members received awards: 
 

 Paul van Zeyl – Gold for “The History of the ZAR to 1896”, and Silver for “Flights 
of Exhilaration and Exultation of the Union Period”. 

 Coen Slagt – Vermeil for “Netherlands Indies 1864 - 1912”. 
 Lappe Laubscher – Bronze for “Toe Suid-Afrika die Sportwêreld se Gasheer 

was”. 
 
Danie van Zyl received the Harvey Pirie Memorial Award for his three publications on 
Postal Stationery. Paul van Zeyl received the Jack Hagger Award. Alex Visser 
received a congress award for published contributions. He was also elected Deputy 
President of Federation. 
 
Membership remained fairly constant, compared with the previous year. In December 
2012 the membership stood at 110 (5 HON, 5 HON-EX CENT, 73 HSM, 27 NHS). 
Your Executive Committee held five committee meetings during the year. 
 
My thanks for a successful year in the life of our Society go to each one of you, the 
members, who by your active participation at our meetings and your support for the 
Exchange Packets have allowed our Society to flourish. Finally thanks to St Alban’s 
College for allowing us the use of their Statech Centre for our monthly meetings and to 
the Pretoria Bridge Club for the use of their facilities for our committee meetings. 
 
Alex Visser 
PPS President 2012 
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9. Election of Office Bearers and Members of the Executive Committee 
9.1 President: Alex Visser. 
9.2 Vice President: Steve Marsh. 
9.3 Secretary: There were no proposals or volunteers for the position. The 
appointment was held over. 
9.4 Treasurer: John du Plooy, assisted by Steve Marsh. 
9.5 Exchange Superintendent: John Barry. 
9.6 Librarian: Cedric Roché. 
9.7 Correspondent: Terry Lynne Harris. 
9.8 Additional Members: James Trew, Rob Weide and Mike Dove. 
 
Note: The constitution allows multiple terms of 2 consecutive years for the President, 
with a break of at least a year between terms. As Alex Visser is the Deputy President 
of Federation this year and will be President of Federation next year and in charge of 
the Pretoria Expo 2014, the Committee proposed that an exception be made to enable 
him to be re-elected as President of the PPS, despite having been President for the 
past 2 years. The meeting unanimously accepted this proposal. 
 
10. General 
None. 
 
The business being over, the evening concluded with refreshments, items of interest 
and material related to the letter A. 
 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

FOR THE YEAR 1 MARCH 2012 TO 28 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
It gives me great pleasure to report on the substantial activities of your Society during 
2012 on behalf of the Executive Committee. 
 
At the outset I would like to thank the sterling work done by your Executive Committee 
and, as in the past, I would like to list them individually: 

 Steve Marsh, as deputy chair and also for his assistance with the exchange 
section; 

 John du Plooy, as treasurer, keeping us out of the red; 
 John Barry and his team who ensure an active and popular exchange section; 
 Terry Lynne Harris as correspondent, who ensured an ever more popular 

newsletter. 
 Cedric Roché as librarian and generally for being the society’s historical record 

and conscience; 
 Mike Dove for managing the arrangements for the monthly meetings and 

providing the occasional side show in the form of an auction 
 Rob Weide, for promoting the Society and providing a venue for committee 

meetings; 
 James Trew for assisting with matters electronic and non-electronic. 

 


