
THE PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 

The Pretoria Philatelic Society was formally established at a meeting in Pretoria on 02 
March 1898 at which the “Rules of the Society” were adopted and first office bearers 
elected.  The Initial objectives of the Society were incorporated into the rules as: 
“The objective of the Society shall be the cultivation and promotion of Philately generally 
and the mutual benefit and protection of collectors by means of: - 

A. Periodical meetings with discussions on Philatelic subjects. 
B. The procuring of Philatelic literature for the use of members, such literature to 

constitute what shall be known as the Society’s Library. 
C. To check as far as possible the circulation of forged stamps, and spurious 

surcharges. 
D. The formation of alliances with other Societies of a kindred nature. 
E. Any other means decided upon from time to time by the Society as tending to 

benefit or promote its objects and interests.” 
 
These objectives have not changed materially over the years and are included in the 
Society’s constitution, which was amended in 1999 and stated as: 
“To foster the study and practice of philately or stamp collecting in all its branches and to 
embark on any activity to benefit the philatelic interests of the members of the Society.” 
 
These objectives are achieved through: 
 
The Executive Committee 
 
The Society’s members have elected Office Bearers to the Executive Committee since the 
society was founded and they are charged with managing the Society’s affairs.  Executive 
Committee meetings are held monthly with the exception of December with business 
taking about two hours to complete.  The formal business decisions are taken at these 
meetings where they are recorded in the minutes.  A great deal of preparation, informal 
discussion and business is undertaken by office bearers outside formal Executive 
Committee meetings. 
 
Meetings (AGM, Special AGM and Ordinary Meetings) 
 
Currently meetings are held monthly one of which is the AGM and December’s meeting a 
social year-end function.  Special AGM’s are rarely held.  Regular meetings have been 
held since the Society was founded with the exception of the Anglo Boer War period.  Up 
until 1960 meetings were held fortnightly after which they were reduced to monthly. 
 
The Executive Committee organizes ordinary Monthly Meetings with the current agenda 
providing for discussion on internal Society matters, developments in philately and stamp 
collecting in general.  Specific items of interest, member’s or invited guest’s exhibits, 
collections and philatelic material are discussed, judged and commented on by the 
Societies experts and members.  Competition evenings are held approximately twice a 
year at which members prepare exhibits to be judged competitively.  Local Society 
competitions are the early qualifying requirement for philatelists and collectors to enter 
National and International Exhibitions and competitions.  Trophies are awarded annually 
for exhibits of merit at society competitions.  The exchange of philatelic material, a raffle, a 
quiz and social interaction over refreshments are also part of the meetings activities. 
 



Ordinary Monthly Meetings last approximately two hours and are attended by an average 
of 20 to 25 members. 
 
Exchange Section 
 
The Society facilitates the exchange of philatelic material between members through its 
Exchange Section managed by the Exchange Superintendent.  Members (contributors) 
provide duplicate and superfluous philatelic material to be circulated amongst other 
Society members (purchasers) to enable them to acquire desired additional material for 
their collections.  The Exchange Superintendent is supported by a number of Circuit 
Managers whose responsibility it is to circulate the exchange material amongst the 
Society’s members in their circuit.  The Society collects payments from purchasers on 
behalf of the contributors for a commission of 10% of sales.  The commission is used to 
cover the Society’s costs in managing the Exchange Section.  The Exchange Section of 
the Society has been in operation for over 50 years and provides a valuable service to 
Society members. 
 
Library 
 
The Society maintains a small library of philatelic reference books, periodicals and 
magazines for use by members.  The Society Librarian is responsible for maintaining and 
controlling the lending of items from the library, which normally takes place during Ordinary 
Monthly Meetings.  The Librarian is responsible for acquiring additions to the library from 
the interest derived from the investment of accumulated Society funds. 
 
National and Other Exhibitions 
 
Individual philatelic societies in Southern Africa take turns in organizing an annual national 
competitive exhibition.  Thus a society may be requested to organize such an exhibition 
every 5 to 10 years.  An organizing committee, drawn from Society members, will be 
established specifically for such an event.  These exhibitions can take many hundreds of 
man-hours to arrange.  The Pretoria Society is scheduled to organize a National Exhibition 
in 2008. 
 
 
 


